




2017 was another busy year for Sheriff’s Office employees. Our annual report 
demonstrates our commitment to keeping the community safe and spending 
your tax dollars wisely. Strong community support coupled with the dedication of 
Sheriff’s Office staff make for a winning combination.

Notable in 2017, we were awarded $1.75 million from the MacArthur Foundation 
for smart strategies to safely reduce our jail population. It has been years of 
work to get to this point and I expect good things to come. On the crime front, 
the methamphetamine problem continues to grow. Our arrest statistics have 
identified a progression from predominantly marijuana arrests to meth arrests.

We are out in the community more than ever. Our employees are helping where 
needed, on the roads, in our schools and in specific neighborhoods. The jail 
garden continues to set the standard for a valuable work release program that 
directly benefits the inmates and the citizens of Pennington County. And we 
remain committed to raising funds for Special Olympics.

It is my absolute pleasure to serve Pennington County. I am honored to lead this 
great organization. I thank all our employees who provide crucial 
services to citizens. Our goal is to treat others as we 
would want to be treated—with 
respect and dignity.

Thank you for the trust and 
support.

Best,
Sheriff Kevin Thom



The Sheriff’s Office annually participates in the 
United Way Day of Caring, a day set aside to assist the 
community with various  projects.  

This year we had two teams. One helped an elderly 
Rapid City woman clean her front and back yard. 
Another team planted trees at the Youth & Family 
Services’ Fullerton Farm in Box Elder. 
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Standing from left: Tony Harrison, Darnell Hubbard, Mark Hughes,
                                          Ryan Cook, Patty Garland, Tony Verchio
Seated: Tammy Ellison, Rhonda Fairbanks, Mischelle Boal, Karen Olson

(From left) Willie Whelchel, Brian Mueller, Steph McCoy, Rob Yantis,
Sarah Vogel, Kevin Thom, Helene Duhamel and Joe Guttierez 



As Pennington County grows, so does the workload for our patrol. Calls for 
service are generated by citizens or deputies.

Deputies also arrested and transported 1,691 24/7 violators to the
Pennington County Jail.

Calls for Service Numbers
  2014  2015 2016 2017
Citizen Initiated  24,899 28,266 28,724 28,099
Deputy Initiated  7,786 10,081 11,441 16,140
 Total 32,685 38,347 40,165 44,239

Deputies made 315 DUI arrests last year, a 4.8% decrease from 2016.
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Sgt. Paul Stevens at afternoon shift briefing

Deputy Cody Rhoden on DUI stop

Deputy Cameron Ducheneaux on speed 

enforcement in school zone 

Sgt. Randy Harkins stops traffic for Life 

Flight on Hippie Hole drowning



Deputy Jason Mitzel allows kids to 

jump in, turn on lights and siren 

Melanie Strong serves lunch at the 

Cornerstone Rescue Mission 

Capt. Corey Brubakken hands out bagels 

and coffee for KOTA Care & Share Food 

Drive 

Jail Wagon and Grinch in Rapid City’s 

Festival of Lights Parade 

JSC Commander Joe Guttierez participates 
in Guns n’ Hoses and other blood drives 

Sgt. Chris Hislip keeps track of kids at
Central States Fair 
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Captain 
Corey Brubakken

Captain Corey Brubakken heads the 
Criminal Investigations Division, a 
group of deputies responsible for the 
investigation of crimes against people 
and property. The division is further 
broken down into two specialty teams 
designed to address domestic violence 
and sexual assault.

The team is made up of 13 investigators, 
two victim specialists, one crime 
intelligence analyst, one computer 
forensic examiner and two Rapid City 
Police Department detectives who 

assist with domestic violence and sexual 
assault cases.

The Sheriff’s Office also partners with 
the Rapid City Police Department and 
the South Dakota Division of Criminal 
Investigation to share duties with 
the Internet Crimes Against Children 
Unit (ICAC) and the Unified Narcotics 
Enforcement Team (UNET).

Investigations also handles coroner 
duties and oversees the School Resource 
Deputy Program. 
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The mission of ICAC is to 
safeguard children online. 
Children are increasingly 
using the internet and 
computers at a younger 
age, making them 
vulnerable to online 
sexual predators. 
The Internet Crimes 
Against Children 
Task Force (ICAC) is 
primarily focused 
on the investigative 
response to 
offenders who use 
the internet and other 
communications systems to 
sexually exploit children.

The unit also provides public 
education about the dangers of 

the internet along with sharing 
their computer forensics expertise 
with other law enforcement 

agencies. Members are also 
tasked with monitoring 

the growing threat 
of human sex 
trafficking in our 
area.

Partnered with the 
Rapid City Police 

Department and 
the South Dakota 

Division of Criminal 
Investigation, the ICAC 

unit includes an investigator 
and a forensic analyst from 
the Sheriff’s Office. In 2017, 
104 subpoenas and 87 search 
warrants were issued.

In 2017 the ICAC Unit conducted public presentations to train more than
14,000 people and 600 law officers and prosecutors in South Dakota.

109 computers and 480 cell phones containing 
73,518 terabytes of data were examined for

online exploitation of children.
Possession/Distribution/

Manufacture of Child 
Pornography Cases

2015 - 71
2016 - 55
2017 - 48 

Solicitation of a
Minor Cases
2015 - 24
2016 - 39
2017 - 30
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The Sheriff’s Office was proud to be part of a 
record breaking event! The Rapid City Polar 
Plunge raised close to $100,000 to benefit 
South Dakota Special Olympics.

A record 412 people took the philanthropic 
plunge into ice cold water at Black Hills 
Harley Davidson. The Sheriff’s Office raised 
$5,478 in 2017.

Funds benefit Special Olympic athletes at all 
levels of competition. 
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Steph McCoy, Kate Wellensiek, Mary Feiner, 

Willie Whelchel in water

Jail wagon in Central States Fair to 
promote Special Olympics

Torch Run with law enforcement escort 
through  downtown Rapid City



Commander
Rob Yantis

Our correctional staff and community based 
organizations and volunteers remain committed to 
improving the lives of inmates while maintaining public 
safety. For more than 20 years, we proudly maintain our 
accreditation with the American Correctional Association.
 
This year we expanded on-site visitation hours and added 
new video technology to allow better access to family 
and friends. A new jail body scanner helps to ensure a 
safe environment within the facility.  As jail populations 
increased, more cell blocks were added. With every 
change, our competent staff continue to adapt and 
maintain the highest level of professionalism.
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Growing Character and Harvesting Hope
Tended by inmates, the Pennington County Jail Garden in Box Elder produced 
more than 31,909 pounds of fruits and vegetables in its fifth year. Master 
Gardener Bill Ateyo considered it a good year despite a month of water 
restrictions and a lack of timely rains. Jail trustees learned the art of planting and 
gardening and feeding a family with fresh produce.

Nearly half of the produce was given to local church groups, food banks and the 
pumpkin give-away. Another chunk was sold at cost to the vendor to offset food 
costs at the jail.

Pumpkin Giveaway ................................................................................................ 16,350 lbs
Other Vegetables .......................................................................................................1,265 lbs
C.B.M. Jail Food Vendor ....................................................................................... 12,449 lbs
Cornerstone Rescue Mission ....................................................................................623 lbs
Women’s and Children’s Mission ............................................................................266 lbs
Working Against Violence, Inc. (WAVI) .................................................................. 79 lbs
Food Pantries ...................................................................................................................357 lbs
Church Groups .................................................................................................................200 lbs
Youth Education, Rapid City Landfill ....................................................................260 lbs
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Gardener Leo Spear, 
Sheriff Kevin Thom, 
Master Gardener Bill 
Ateyo



Program Director
Brenda Wood

CCADP offers coping skills and services to manage risk factors for individuals with 
high risk substance abuse and criminal behaviors. Program Director Brenda Wood 
operates two facilities at separate locations in Rapid city. Both are accredited by 
the State of South Dakota Division of Behavioral Health through the Department 
of Social Services. At the end of 2017, after 28 years, with the Sheriff’s Office, Wood 
resigned from her position.

725 North Lacrosse Street (CCADP)

Typical services 
provided by 
CCADP include: 
assessments, detox 
treatment, safe beds 
and counseling.

Phone (605) 394-6128
Hours of operations: Monday-Friday 8 am-4 pm
Detox Facility is open 24/7 for admissions

4,083 admissions for treatment services including detox
3,538 safe bed admissions
100 individuals in 12-hr DUI Class
368 treatment assessments
939 Urinalysis/sweat patch tests under federal contract
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Back row from left:
Lori Sargent,Mary Feiner, 
Brenda Wood, Savanna 
Starkey, Catalina Bennett, 
Kherdine Weber, Linda 
Pratt, Kate Wellensiek.

Front row:
Sharlene Pawelski, 
Gaylene Gibbons,
Brenda Sehr



In 2017 our dedicated team ran 75 calls for service—up from 72 in 2016. 
In July we received a new rescue truck. The purchase was made with a 
combination of fundraising, county funds, and a significant donation 
from a long-time team member. The overall cost of the truck was 
$177,000 and it took almost a year to build.

Wildland fire season was busy throughout the US and our area was no 
exception. PCSAR supported wildland fires in Wyoming, Montana, and 
South Dakota.

The team gained four new team members and we currently have eight 
trainees who have almost completed their training. Volunteers put in 
a total of 4,679 hours responding to calls and training, saving county 
taxpayers more than $100,000 for their services. Several members 
worked with a master dog trainer from the Border Patrol on search and 
navigation skills. Team members also participated in multiple county-
wide exercises including the Tri-Annual Airport Exercise and various 
vehicle extrication classes.

The Pennington County Search and Rescue
team is always looking for volunteers. Please contact 

Lieutenant Kraig Wood at (605) 394-6113.
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Pennington County Search
and Rescue Responses
Building fire 6
Vehicle extrication 11
Rescues 4
Search 12
High angle rescue 1
Water rescue 1
Wildland support 4
Assists 7
False Alarm 2
Total 48
Canceled 27
Total Calls for Service 75



47
Rapid City/Pennington County

WATER RESCUE TEAM
PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF - 2017 ANNUAL REPORT

The Rapid City/Pennington County 
Water Rescue Team exists to support 
the community in water accident 
management. Operational capabilities 
include underwater rescue, swift water 
rescue, victim or equipment recovery, 
investigation and evidence recovery, ice 
rescue, and ice diving.

The team includes members from 
the Sheriff’s Office, Rapid City Fire 
Department, Rapid City Police 
Department, and Search and Rescue. The 
Water Rescue Team responded to nine 
calls for service in 2017. The team assisted 
in the recovery of a drowning victim in 
Ziebach County in June and a recovery 
from Hippie Hole in August.

2017 marked the addition of four new 
members to the team. The Water Rescue 
Team upgraded major pieces of personal 
protective equipment (PPE)—new 
buoyancy compensators, dry suits, and 
life vests. A remote operated vehicle, 
ROV, is now part of our arsenal.

Training at Roosevelt Swim Center with 

new Remotely Operated Vehicle

Body recovery at Hippie Hole



2018 looks like a busy year with our many projects.
• The MacArthur Safety & Justice Challenge is center 

stage. The Pennington County Sheriff’s Office with the 
Rapid City Police Department and Seventh Circuit Court 
are smartly developing ways to safely reduce our jail 
population.

• The Jail renovation project is moving forward with 
new laundry and kitchen facilities and increased 
administration space.

• The Restoration Center across the street from the Pubic 
Safety Building should be operational in the spring of 
2018. It will offer safe beds, detox and crisis care under 
one roof. The vision is a state of the art, one-stop shop 
to deliver behavioral health services. The Center will 
house Pennington County Health and Human Services 
and City/County Alcohol and Drug Programs under one 
roof.

• By the summer of 2018, deputies will wear body worn 
cameras in the field to further increase transparency.

• Research is underway on acquiring a drone to help in 
our law enforcement efforts.
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Above: Deputies Josh Kunde 
and Kylie Kintigh demo new 

body cameras

Restoration Center

Jail Kitchen



Kevin Thom - Pennington County Sheriff
300 Kansas City Street • Rapid City, SD 57701 • (605) 394-6113 • www.pennco.org/sheriff
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